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Did Christ Eat the Passover t 
It is not our design to enter into a length y in- 
vestigation of the above question, neither have we 
any private opinions to offer in support of the af- 
firmative or negative of this question. It is an 
undeniable fact that Christ did not eat the Jewish 
Passover on *.he evening of his betrayal ; it is very 
doubtful whether or no he participated with the 
Jews in this greatest of all festivals during his 
public ministry. Thus causing them to inquire 
among themselves "What think ye that he will 
not come to the feast." John 11 : 5ii ; it has been 
clearly proven that Christ did not eat the Jewish 
Passovir, and I say amen to it; bo there is no con- 
troversy along this line. 

But " we will omit the qualifying word Jewish 
and look at the above question in the light of the 
Gospel, with a thorough conviction that Christ 
meant what he said and did what he said he would 
do when he said, "My time is at hand ; I will 
keep the Passover at thy house with my disciples." 
Math. 26 : 17, 20; Mark, 14 : 12, 17. 1 love the "I 
wilts"' of Christ. We very often say "I will" 
when we do not mean to do what we say ; but 
when we come to the "T wilts 1 ' o? Roman, it is not 
so. lie means to fulfill his promises. He was 
able and willing to fulfill what he promised his 
disciples and he did it, and the Holy Spirit lead 
the evangelists Matthew and Mark to record it. 
So we are not left without reliable testimony. 

The first day of unleavened bread, which always 
tell on the fourteenth day of the first sacred month, 
the Lord's appointed time for keeping the Pass- 
over, Lev. 22 : 5, had already begun, when the 
disciples came to Jesus to inquire as to the place 
where to prepare and eat the Passover ; and after 
receiving their instructions, they went into Jeru- 
salem to the place where the Master directed them, 
and after the necessary prep nation wore, made 
and the evening was come he sat down with the 
twelve and as they did eat he (Christ) sa*d one of 
you shall betray me. 

Thu ■ evening rehired to in Math. 20 : 20, Mark 
14 : 17, must have reference to the close of the 14th 
and not the beginning, as some have us to believe 
The plain un vanished teachings of the inspired 
writers of the New Testament, tiach that Chris/ 
ate the Passover with his disciples on the even- 
ing of the 14th of the first month ; that it (the 
Passover) will be fulfilled in the kingdom of God, 
hence is to be perpetuated until Christ will come 
the second time without sin unto salvation. I 
know of no passage that conflicts with this view } 
and I believe this to be the only premise upon 
which we can defend the doctrine of eating a meal 
in connection with the symbols of the body and 
blood of Christ. All that can be proven by the 
apparent contradictory passages in John 18 : 28 
is, that the Jews had not yet eaten their Passover 
when Christ was tried before Pilate. But this is 
no proof against the testimony of Malthew and 
Mark already referred to. Can the above passages 
be harmonized with the peculiar view that the 
meal that Christ ate on the night of his betrayal 
was twenty- four hours before the legal time of 
keeping the Passover? 

This least was strictly observed in the apostolic 
age ; in Acts 18 : 21 we read that the apostle Paul 
bade farewell to the Jews at Ephesus, saying, 
"I must by all means keep this feast that cometh 
in Jerusalem." 

This was about the year A. D. 53, and a few 
years later he commanded the church at Corinth 
to purge out the old leaven and become a new 
lump, an unleavened body, before they kept the 
feast. Thus we gather the fact that he regarded 
this feast as a sacred institution, and if we wish to 
build upon that foundation of which Christ is the 
■'chief corner stone," we should keep the ordi- 
nances as they were delivered unto us by inspira- 
tion. 

Isaac Leedy. 


The Gleaner, 

During the summer season many readers of the 
Old Testament scriptures, are no doubt, often re- 
minded of the beautiful history and life of Ruth 
the Moabitess. 

After the grain has been gathered into barns or 
some place for protection, some one follows and 


gathers what is left after-the reaper haa performed 
its work. Such a o»e may be called a "gleaner." 
"One who gathers slowly with labor." (Lock.) 

It was in a period of lime when there was no 
king in Israel and the Judges tilled, that Elimel- 
eeh of Bethlehem — Jndah with his wife Naomi, 
and his two 6ons, Mahlon and Chillion, Set out for 
the country of Moab, on account of a famine in the 
land, and lived there. 

Hi re we have another illustration how God tries 
and test 8 his children. Owing to scarcity of food, 
this good family left their home, which from a mat- 
ter of choice is not desirable, as a rule. But when 
the unpleasantness of being conscious of starvation 
staring one in the face, is taken into consideration, 
it is not tc be wondered at. To get one idea of 
what must be endured in living on half rations, 
or nearly starving to death, we only need to 
hear the late Union soldier, who was taken prison- 
er tell his sad experience in that respect. 

During the short sojourn of Naomi in Moab, 
she experienced much sorrow and bereavement. 
First by the loss of her husband. After w«rd her 
two sons, died, who had taken wives of the natives 
of Moab. Orpha and Ruth. After ten years 
absence from her own country she wished to return 
for she bad heard that the Lord had visited his 
people in giving them bread. Accordingly mat- 
ters were arranged, and she is about to leave, per- 
haps her temporal good-i were packed in very small 
compass. When she had gone torth, accompanied 
by her two daughteivi-in-liw, and sons farewell to 
her temporal home in Moab, ah ! there is a tinge of 
sadness associated with the parting scene. Naomi 
like most women of mature age, as she is going to 
leave, beginB to reason in her own natural way. 
Here are my daughters-in-law, if they remain with 
their kinsfolk, they will be provided for temporally 
and enjoy the associations of friends, and relatives, 
whereas if they, go over to Bethlehem, they will 
he as "strangers in a strange land," without 
friend:*, without money, or anything that would in- 
sure temporal happiness. So Naomi said unto 
her two daughters-in-law, "Go return each to your 
mothers houec; the Lord deal kindly with you, as 
you have with the dead and with me." The Lord 
grant that you may find rest in the house of your 
husband. Then she kissed them farewell, and they 
all gave vent in tears, at the thought of parting. 
And they said, "surely we will return with thee, 
unto tby people." But Naomi urged that they 
remain with their own people. 

She gave them good motherly advice. In whicn 
she produced good arguments, showing her distress 
and destitute condition for their sakes, their pios- 
peeti of happiness, was not very favorable. Sure- 
ly the parting see no must have been a very pathet- 
ic one. "And they lifted up their voices and wept 
again." And Orpha kissed her mother-in-law, and 
turned back unto her people, and unto her godH. 
It has been said by some one that "the religion of 
his fathers is generally considered one of the most 
sacred of man's inheritance." Naomi said behold 
thy sister- in law is gone back, return thou after 
thy sister-in-law. Ruth clave to her. Naomi 
still prevails upon her returning. Strongly as 
this appears to us, at the present time, yet there is 
some philosophy about it. Naomi had already 
learned what Ruth had yet to learn. So sha tried 
to assure her, if she went with her. she was taking 
a step that was beset with many difficulties and 
tried to picture them out to her, so she would not 
regret it afterward*. Ruth a faithful daughter. 
Apprehends no trouble. "With a heart for any 
fate." Buoyant with hope and blest with a good 
share of self -independence, that enabled her to say, 
"Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from 
following after thee: for whither thou goest I will 
go, and where limit lodgest I will lodge : thy ptO 
pie shall be my people, and thy God shall be my 
God." O what a grand choice, for a women who 
had been a heathen. It is said a worshiper of 
"Moloek" or the "God offire," "Baal-Bear" and 
"Chemosh" with all the repulsive and licentious 
rites belonging to that worship. The choice was 
wise in every respect. She chose the worship of 
Jehovah instead of the worship of Chemosh. 

In this instance the pure and good life of a wom- 
an was the propelling power. In Ruth's estima- 
tion the good character of Naomi was worth more, 
than all her relation and kindred ties, as well as 
whatever money might procure. Here we have an 
example of good being accom plished in a home. 


Dear reader are we influencing others to a religions 
life, by the brightness of our living religions ?• 

When they arrived at Bethlehem all the city 
was moved about them. And began to inquire 
about tbem. The people said is this Naomi V It 
was an inquiry of sympathy ? All the people 
were moved as they asked the question : Mark the 
the answer. Call me not Naomi (sweet pleasant) 
call me Mard (bitter) for the Almighty hath dealt 
very bitter with roer 1 If Naomi had known God's 
full counsel, she would have exhibited a disposi- 
tion to murmur as complain. She would have 
said it is the chastening of a father's hand. 
"Which for the present does not seem joyous, but 
grievous." 

Naomi had a kinsman of the family of Elimctech 
named Boaz. A man of wealth. It was in barley 
harvest, when Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi : 
"Let me now go' to the field and glean ears of 
corn after him in whose sight I shall find iavor." 
This suggests reverence, and industry. Being the 
youngest, she wishes to respect her mother-in-law, 
by trying to provide for her temporally, and at the 
same time complying with the injunction : "In 
the sweet of thy face ehalt thou eat bread." The 
Lord is pleased with such, for he has said that he 
will help those who try to help themselves. The 
sequel is, that Ruth received favors of the rich 
Boaz. He declared that it had bciii shown bim 
what she had done. Ruth had dealt kindly with 
Naomi, her son, and husband. She had lift father 
and mother, and the land of her nativity, and re- 
solved to make her home with a people she knew 
not before. He also prayed that the Lord recom- 
pense her for her works, and that she might re- 
ceive a full reward of the L«rd God of Israel, un- 
der whose wings she had come to trust. Ruth 
2 : 11, 12. Kindness rewarded. Boaz invited her 
to eat with the reapers, and commanded his work- 
men to let her glean among the sheaves without 
censure. Also to let fall some of the handfuls so 
that she might gather it and not to rebuke her. 

When she had gleaned in the field until evening 
and beat out the gleanings, she had about an ephah 
of l>;uleY. When Naomi saw her, and what she 
had gleaned, she said, "Where hast thou gleaned 
today ?" Let us make an application and ask 
ourselves where have we gleaned today 'I "Ob 
soul t hast thou gleaned well today r" 

The man that owned the barley field, bought all 
the land that helongrd to Elimelech, Chilton and 
Mahlon, of the hand of Naomi. Eventually the 
rich Boaz, married the poor gleaner. And they 
look Naomi in to live with them. Thus iiuth 
who loved Naomi cared for her, and gave her a 
home 


her own house. In this she complied 
wi*c Faying, "Dceprse not thy mother 


in 
with the 
when she is old.' 

In conclusion we will briefly try to notice the 
tJifference in the lives and characters of the two 
sisters. Perhaps there was not much difference 
in their intellectual faculties. Or in their sympa- 
thetic natures. One was perhaps as kind hearted 
as the other. They both suited together, to go to 
Bethlehem. Tbu* their beginnings were alike. 
But the ending of each ones life career was quite 
different. 

Orpha started fiom all appearances in earnest 
and meant to do right. But she failed to count 
the cost correctly. Hence jlie was unable to bear 
the burden of trials and hardships that it was her 
privilege and duty to bear. So she tnms back, 
unto her people, and her gods. Her career in life 
after this, drops out of history. She goes down to 
her grave, "unhonored and unsung." 

While on the other hand, Ruth the gleaner, had 
the cost well counted. She was not easily dis- 
couraged by petty adversities. When she formed 
that grand resolution. "Thy people shall be my 
people ; thy Lord shall be my God," she intended 
to carry it out at all hazard. And she did. Fi- 
nally there was a son bom in this same Bethle- 
hem. And Boaz's good neighbor women gave it a 
name. They called him Obed : he is the father of 
Jesse, the father of David. So it turned out that 
Ruth became one of the line, or family in which 
the Savior of mankind was born in Bethlehem, 
many years afterward. Thus the uoble life of 
Ruth "the gleaner" is, and will be handed down 
from generation to generation, 

Until the mlglily AuRel who shall stand, 
Una foot on sea, and one on solid land ; 
"I now decUre, Die mystery is u'er; 
Time was, "he cried" but ''Time shall be no mare." 
Lesson to be learned. No one makes great sac- 
rifices or performs great labor for the purpose of 
honoring God, without receiving, great benefits. 

Kate Yost. 
Bin bank, Ohio, Aug. 30. 


A good presence U a letter of recommendatio n 
Man's ready suspicion ot humanity is the true 

cause of tae world's want of faith. 

The young man who is ashamed of bis parents 

you may be sure is also a shame to them. 


